
STRIKING ADDRESS OF CHAS. FRANCIS ADAMS ON LEE
(Cbnrlnned from Fourth Poge.)

tha aoil of his natlvo Btato, or loadlng
hls army Into tho cnomy's country, ho
was humane, solf-rostralned and Btrlctly
obaervant of tho most advanood rulen
©t clvlllzod warfaro. lio rospcctod tho
non-combatant; nor dld he ever pormlt
the wnnton destructlon of prlvato propor-
ty. TIls famoiiB Chamhorsburg order wns
a tnodel which any lnvading general
would do well to mako hla own; and I
repeat now whnt I havo heretoforo had
ooooslon to say, "I doubt If a hontlle
foroe of an equul slzo evor ndvanced Into
an enamy's country, or foll bnck from It
ln ratreat, leavlng bohlnd loas causo of
liate and bittorness than dld tho Arrny
of Northern Virginia In that memorablo
campuign which CUlminated at Gettys¬
burg."
And 70t that Gcttysburg campalgn Is on

irplsode in Loo's military caroer which I
am loth wholly to poaa ovor; for the
vle.vn T entertaln of it aro not in all
respocts thoao gonerally. held. So far as

Lee'a goneroJ plon of campalgn, and tho
movoment which culmlnatod ln tho battlo
of Gottysburg, were concerned, ln war,
be lt nlways and ever remomberod, n

leader must tako eomo chances, tand
mlBtakes will occur; but the mlatakes aro
rarnly, ^f ever, nll on ono Blde.
Thay tend to counterbolance each

other; snd, commanders and commanded
belng nt all rqu.il, not unseldom It la tho
balanco of mlsconceptlons. Bhortcornings,
mlscarrlagos, and tho gonerally unfor-
seen and lndoed unforeseeabie, whloh tlp-t
the Bcnlo to vlctory or defeat I havo
said that I propoaed to avold comparlaons;
at best such aro Invldious. and, imder
preaent circumstnncea. might from me ho
consldered as doubtful In matter of tnato.
I thlnk. however. aotne thlnga too obvlous
to admlt of denlnl; or, consequcntly, to
suggcat oomparison. Ahout every crisp
military aphorism Ib ns matter of courso
nttrlbuted to Napoleon; and ao Napoloon
ls allogod firat to have remarked that-
"In war, men are nothlng; a man Is overy-
fhing." And. as formerly a soldlor of the
Army of tho Potomoo, I now atand ap-
palled at the rlsk I unconscloualy ran nji-
terior to July, 1863, when confrontlng the
Army of Northorn A'lrglnla, commanded
aa It thon was nnd ns wo wero. The
Bltuatlon was In fact ns bad wlth us In
the Army of the Potomac as It was wlth
tho Confederates ln tho Southwnst. The
unfortunate Peraberton there was slrnply
not ln the samo claaa as Oront and Sher-
man, to whom he found hlmaelf opposed.
Results there followed accordlngly. So,
ln Virginia, Lee and Jackson mado an
extraordlnary, a most exceptlonal corn-
blnatlon.
Thcy ontclassed McClellan and Burn-

alda, Pope and Hooker; outclassed them
aomatlmea terrlbly, aometlmes ludlc-
rouBly, always hopelessly; and results in
that case also followed accordlngly.
That we were not utterly destroyed con-
atltutea a fiat and llnat refutal of the
trutli of Napoleon's aphorlsra. If we dld
not reallze tha facts of the sltuatlon ln
th!» reapect, our opponenta dld. Let mo

quota tho words of ono of them: "There
was, however, ona polnt of great lnter«*st
In (tha rnpld succesalon of tlia Fedoral
commondera), nnd that waa our amoze-
ment fhat an army could maintaln even

ao much as its organlzation undar the
depreaalng atraln of those successlve ap-
polntments and rcmovals of Its eom-

mandlng general. And to-day (1903) I,
for one, regard the fact that It dld pre-
aerve its coheslon and ita flghting power
undar, and ln splta of, such exporlences,
as furnlahlng ImprcsBlve demonBtratlon
of the hlgh character and lntensa loyalty
of our hlatorlo foa, the Federal Army
of the Potomac."

Actton at Gettysburg
Is Fully Justified.

But, whlle Lee on any falr welghing
of chances standa, In my Judgment, moro

than Justified both ln hls concoptlon of
the Gettyaburg campalgn and ln every'
mnterla! strateglo move mado ln lt. he
Bone the lees fundamentally mlscon-
eeived the sltuatlon, wlth conscquences
which should havo been fatnl both to
him nnd to hls commnnd. Fredorlck did
the name at Kuneradorf; Napoleon at

Waterloo. In tlia flrst place, Lee had
at that tlme supreme confldonce In his
command: and ho had grounda for it.
As ha hlmself then wrote."There nover
were such %ien ln an army beforo. Thoy
will go anywhero and do anythlng, if
properly led." And, for rayself, I do not
thlnk tha estlmato thus expresaed waa

eiaggerated; spcaklng dellberatoly, hav-
Ing faced some portiona of tha Army
of Northern Virginia at the tlme, and
havlng Blnce reflected much on tho oc-

eurrcnces of that momentoua period, I
do not believe that any moro forraldahlo
or better organlzed nnd antmated forco
was ever set in motlon than that which
Lee led across the Potomac ln the early
aummor of 1S63.

It was eBsentially nn army of fighters..
men who, indlvldually or ln tho raass,
could bo depcnded on for any feat of arms
ln the power of mero mortals to necom-

pllsh. They would blanch at no danger.
ThlB Leo from experlence knew. He hnd
tested them; they had full confldence ln
him. He nlso thought he knew his op-
pinent; and here, too, his rccent experi- I
enco justified him. '

The dlBaaters which had befallen the
Confederates In tho Southwest in tho
spring and early summer of 1868 hnd to

flnd compensatlon in the East. The exi-
Itencies of warfare necesaitnted lt. Somo
rlak muat be incurred. So I/eo determined
to Btrike at hla opponent's heart. He
hnd what ho belleveed to be tho better
weapon; nnd he had renson for conslder-
lng hlmself lncomparably the superior
swordsman. He was; of that he had
at Chnncellorsvllle antlsfled hlmaelf and
the world. Then cnmo the rapld, nggres-
Blvo move; and the long, deaperately
tontested strugglo at Gettysburg. culmi-
natlng In that hiatoric chargo of Pick-
ett's Virginia dlvision. Paradoxleal as

lt may sound, ln vlow of the result, that
charge.what those men did.justified
Lee. True, thoao who made the charge
flid not accomplish thc imposslble; but
towards lt they dld all that mortal men

could do. But it la urged that Lee
should have rccognlzed tho imposslblo
when face to face confronted by lt, and
not have directed bravo men to lay
down thelr llves ln tho vain effort to do
lt, That la true; and ns Lea la said
to haVa once remarked in nnother con-
nection, "Evon as poor a soldlor ns I
am can generally dlscover mlatakes af¬
ter lt la all over." After Gettyaburg wns
over, like Frederlck nt Kunersdorf nnd
Napoloon nt AA'atorloo, Loo doubtloas dls-
covered hla mlatako. It was a vei-y
slmplo one: H0 undervalued hls op-
ponent.
Tho temper of hla own weapon ho

knew; ho made no mlstake 'there. Hls
mlstake lay ln his estlmato of hls anta-
gonlst: but that estlmato ngntn was
based on his own rccent experlence,
though iln other flolds.
It la a dangoroua orror in nggrossivo

wnrfaro to undervalue one's opponent;
but agaln I am warned to bo brlef. On
thls .toplc, dld tlme permlt, [ should
havo much here to any. As It is, T ngain
hurry on, leavlng those Interested, to
conBtilt the prlntod pnge. Narrowly os-
caplng destructlon at Gettysburg, my
next contantlon is that Leo and tho
Army of Northorn Virginia never sus-
talned defeat. Finally, lt ls true, suc-
r.umblng to oxhauatlon, to tha enfl they
wero not overthrown ln flglit. And her'o
I approacli a large toplc, but one olosely
interwoven wlth Lee's military caroer;
ln fact, aa I seo It, tho explnnat.'on
of what flnally occurred. AVhat then
was It that brought about the collapae
of tha Army of Northern A'lrglnla, und
the oonseauent downfnll of tho Confed-
.raoy? The llterature of the AVar ot
lecBitWrm now contrlbutea a library ln
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Itaelf. Enpoclally la thla true of lt in
ita military aaijoct. The shelvos are
crowded with mernolra and biographlea
of Ita generals, tho atorlca of It3 cam-

palgns, tho records und uchlovomenta of
Ita armies. Ita army corpfl, and its rogi-
menta. Yot I mako bold to aay that no
well and phllosophloally consldered nar-

rative of the atruggle haa yct appoared;
nor haa any aatlafactory or comprehln-
alvo explonatlon been given of ita ex-
traordbiary and unantielpated outoomo.
I>.'t me brlofly set lt forth. aa I sce lt;
only by bo dolng can I explaln what I
mean.

South's Position at
Beginning of.the War.

Tersely put. deallng only with out-
linos, tho Southern comrnunlty ln 1S61
preclpltated a confilct on the alavery
lssue, In Impllclt reliance on its own
warlike capaclty and resources, the ex-
tcnt nnd very defensiblo character of Its
terrltory, and, above all, on Its com-

pleto control of cotton as the great Btnple
tcxtllo fabrlc of modern civlllzation.
That the eecodlng State3 fully bolleved
In the Juatlce of thelr cause, and con-

fldcntly appealed to lt, I do not queatlon,
much lesa deny. For present purposea
let thls be conceded ln fulfc But, hls-
torlcally. lt ls equally clear that to vln-
dicato the right. next to thelr own man¬

hood and determlnatlon, they relled In all
possible confldence on their apparently
nbaolute control of ono commercial
ataple.
ln the struggle whlch ensued the Con¬

federacy had on land an amplo force of
men; they swarmed to the standarda;
and no better or moro rollable matcrial
was ever gathered together. Well and
skllfully marshaled. the Confederate aol-
dler dld on the march and In bnttle all
that needed to be done. Nor were the
two sldes unequally matched, so far aa
tho land arraya were concernod.
As Lee wlth hls Instlnctlve military

aense put it even in the closlng atngea
of the struggle."The proportlon of ex-
perlonced troopa ls larger in our army
than In that of the enemy, whlle hlB
rumbers exceeded our own." And ill
wnrfaro experlence, comblned wlth an

advantageoua defenslve, counts for
great deal. Thla was so throughout
tho confilct; and yet the Confederato
cause hotUc ln failure. It dld ao
tho completo surprise of a bcwlldered
world; for, in Europo, the ultlmate
succesa of the South was accepted aa

a foregono concluslon. To such an ex-

tont was thla tho case that the wlsest
and most far-seelng of Engllsh public
men dld not liesltate to atako their
reputation for foresight upon lt as a

reBUlt. PIow was the wholly unex-

Bpected actual outoomo brought about?
Tho strnplo answer is: Tho Confeder¬
acy collapsed from inanltlon. SufCer-
lng such occaslonal reverses and de-
feats aa are lncldental to all warfare,
lt waa never cruahod In battlo or on

tho Held, untll Its strongth was sapped
away by want of food. It dled of ex-

haustion.starvod and gaaping!
Tako a Uving organisrn, whatever

lt may be, placa lt in a vessel her-
metically sealed, and attach to that
vessel an air pump. You know what
followa. !t ia inocdleiss to doscribe it
No matter how strong or flerco or solf-
confldent it may be, tho victlm dlea;
growlng weaker by degrees, it flnally
collapaes. That was the exact con-

dltlon and fnte of the Confederacy.
What had been confidently pro-

nounced impossible was done. The
Confederacy waa sealed up within lt-
self by the blockade, and tho coonpleto
excluaion of cotton from the mariu-
facturlng centros of Europo dld not
causo revolution there. nor compel in-
torvontion here. Man's foresight onco

moro ciime to frrlof. As usual, lt was
tho unexpected whlch occurred.

Two Decisive Defeats
of the Confederacy.

Thus the two decisive defeata of the
Confederacy. thoae whlch really
brought about Its downfall and com-

polled Loo to lay down IiIb arma, wore

lnflieted not beforo Vlcksburg, nor yet
ln Virginia, not in the fleld at all: they
wero sustalned, tho ono, almost by de-
fault, on tho ocoan; tho other, most
fatal of all, after sharpest struggle in
Lancashiro. Tho story of that Lan-
cashirp cotton fnmlno of 1SG1 to 1S04
has nover heon ndoquatoly told ln con-
neetlon wlth our Civil Wnr. Simply
lgnored hy tho standard hlstorians, it
was yet the Confoderncy's florcest light,
and Its most declaivo as woll as most
fniyreaching dofeat. A inomentoiia
eonillet, the aupremacy of tho Unlon
on tlie ocean, hung on Its lssue, and
upon that suproinaoy depended every
coiiKlderable land oporatlon; the re-
tention by the Oonfedorncy of New
Orleaiis. and tho consequent control of
tho Mlsslsstppl: Sherman's mnrch to tho
bhh: tho movoment through tho Caro-
llnns; tho. operatlona beforo Peteraburg;
genernlly, tlie malntenalieo of tho Con¬
federato armies in tho flold..
It ls, ln fnct, no exaggeratlon to nsae.rt

tnat hoth tho conooptlon nnd the enr-
rying out of QVOxy large Unlon opora¬
tlon of the wnr wlthout a alngle excep-
tinn hlngod nnd depended on complota
natlonal rnnrl.tlme supromacy. It ia
equally lndlsputahle that tho atruggloin
Lancashiro was decisive of that aupre¬
macy. As Lee himself admltted in the
doath agony of tho Confederacy, ho had
never believed lt could In the long r'uu
muko good its Indepondenco "unlesa
Eoreign Powera should, directly or in-
dire.otly, assist" lt in so dolng.
Thus, atrange its it soundn, it followH
aa a loglcal oonaequence that I<ee and
hls Army of Northem Vlrglnla were flrst
reduced to inanltlon, and' flnally com-
polled to aucnumb, aa the reault of events
on the other nlde of the Atlantto, largely

stlmulated by a moral Impulso over
Whlch they could cxert no control. Tho
great and loudly trurnpeted cotton cam¬
paign of the Confederacy was Its most
Bignal falluro; and that folluro was de-
cialvo of tho war.
Forelgn interventlon belng thus wltheld,

nnd the control of the aea by tho Unlon
made abaoluto, tho blockade was gradual-
ly perfected. Th« fateful procesa then
went Bteodlly on. Armlea mlght bo re-
Blsted ln the flcld; tho worklng of tho
alr pump could not be stopped: and, daj
and nlght, Beaaon after seaaon, tho alr
pump worked. So the atmosphere of Uie
Confederacy becamo more and more at-
tonuated, reaplratlon Bcnsibly liarder.
Air-hole on alr-hole waa closed. First
New Orleans fell; thon Vieksburg, iind
the Misslsslppl flowed freo; next Shor-
man. securely countlng on tho control
of tho sea as a base of new operatlons
on land. penetrated the vitals of the
Confederacy; then. relylng still on mari-
time co-operatlon. he pursued hls almost
unopposed way through tho Carolinaa:
whllo Grant, wlth his bn«o securo upon
the James and FortreSS Monroe. be-
leagured Rlchmond. Lee with hla Armj
of Northern Vlrglnla calmly but watch-
fully and resolutely oonfronted hlm. The
Confederato llnes were long and thln,
guarded by poorly cla<l and half-fed men.
But, veterans,' they held Uielr assallants
llrmly at bay.
As Lee, however, fully rcalized, lt waa

only a questlon of time. The worklng
of the alr pump waa beyond hls aphere
either of influenco or operations. Noth-
lng could stop lt.
As early aa the close of 1S63 Lee wrote

of his men: "Thousands are barefooted,
a greater number partlally ahod. and
nearly all wlthout overcoats, blankets or
warm clothlng." And later. In the dead
of wlnter, referrlng to the elementary
necessltles of any successfui warfare, he
aald: "Tho supply, by runnlnp the block¬
ade, has become bo precarloua that I
tldnk we ahouhl turn our attentlon to
our own resources, . . . as a further
dopendence upon thoso from abroad can
result in nothing but increase of auffer-
Ing and want." The concluslon here
drawn, whlle necessary, was extremely
suggestlve. "Our own resources!" The
Confederacy had always prided ltself on
belng a purely ogrlcultural communlty.
Wlth instltutions patrlarcbal ln charac¬
ter, it had looked upon the people of
the North as Ita agenta and factors, and
thoso of Europo aa Its skllled workmen
and artlsans; and now that communlty,
shut up within Its own limits, under con¬
dltlona of warfaro active and severe, had
only itself to rely upon for a supply of
everythirig Ita defenders needed, from
munltlons to shoos, from blankets to
medlcinos, nnd even soap. Vlewed In u
half century's perspectlve, the sltuatlon
was slmply and manifestly Imposslblo of
contlnuance. To lt there could be but
one outcome; and when at last, on tho
18th of January, 1865, the telegraph an-
nounced the fall of Fort Flsher, the Con¬
federacy felt ltself hermetlcally sealed.
Wllmlngton, Ita last broathlng hole, was
closed. Stlll, not the less for that, the
air pump kopt on ln Its deadly, sllent
work.

Lee and His Men Stood
Every Test of Adversity.

Three montha later tho long-delayed
Inevitable occurred. Tho collapse came.
That under such conditlons it should
have been so long In comliifj Is now the
only legitlmato cause of surprise. That
adversity Is the test of man Is a com-
monplace; that Lee and hls Army of
Northern Vlrglnla wero during tho long,
dragging wlnter of lS«4-'5 most direfully
Bubjacted td that test need not hero be
aaid, any more than lt is needful to say
that thoy boro the test manfully. But
tho handwriting was on the wall; the
men were taxed beyond the limits ot
human endurance. And Lee lenew lt.
"Yesterday, the most inclement day of
the wlnter," he reported on Fehruary S,
1SC5, the rlglit wing of hls army "had
to be retalned In Une of battle, havlng
been ln the same eondltion tho two pre-
vlous days and nlghts. . Under
these olrdumstanoos, helghtened by ns-

snults and fire of tne enemy, soma of
the nwn had boon without meat for
thrae days, end all wore sufferlng from
reducod ratlons and scant clothlng, ox-
posod to battle, cold, hall and aloet.
. . . The physlcal strength of the msa,
!f thnlr courngo survlves, must fall
under thls trcatment." '

If It wns so wlth tho men, wlth the
anlmals it was even worso. "Our cav-
nlry," ho nflded, "has to bo dlapersed for
want of forngo." Evon thus Leo's army
faced nn opponent vastly superior In
numbcra, Wnoso ranks wera belng con-

stantly replenlshed; a force armed,
Clothod, equlppod, fed and sbeltered as
no slmltnr foreo In the worid's hlatory
had aver boon bfore. I stato only lndls-
putablo facts. Leo proved equal to even
thls occaslon. Bearlng a bold, contldent
front, ho was serene and outwardly calm;
nlert, rcsourceful, formldable to tho last,
indlvidually ho Bhowcd no aign of woak-
ness, not evon occaslonrj petulanco.
Inaplred by hls oxnmple, tha wholo South
seemod to lenn up ngalnat him in Im-
pllclt, lnving rellance. It was a aupor-
Iativo trlbute to character. Flnally,
when ln Aprll tho summons to conllict
came, the Army of Northern Arlrglnln,
the Hlnglo remalnlng conrldorable organ-
Ized forco of the Confederacy, seemed to
stagger t0 Its feot, and, gaunt and grlm,
Fhiverlng with cold and emnclated wlth
hunger, wurn down by hard. unconsing
attrltion, it faced Its eneiny, formldablo
stlll. Aa I havo slnco studled that sltu¬
atlon, liatened to tho aeoounta of Con¬
federate oillcers nctlvo ln tiio cloalng
movements, and read the letters wrltten
mo by thoae of the rank and file. It hns
aeemed ns if Lee's command then co-

hored and moved by mere forco of habit.
Those composing it failed to renlize the

utter bopelessness of the situatlon-the
dlsparlty of the confllct. I am B-ire Jef-

ferson Davls fnlled to reallzo lt; so, I

thlnk, ln leas degrec, dld Lee.

They talked, for lnstance. of recrults
nnd of a lovy in maas; Lea counsallod
tho armlng of the alaves; and when,
aftor Leo had aurrendered, Davls on

the 10th of Aprll. 1865, held hls last
war conferonce at Greenaboro, he was

stlll confldent ho would In a few weeks
have another army ln tho fleld. nnd dld
not hestltate to express his fnlth that
"we can whlp tho enemy yot. If our

peoplo will turn out." I havo ofton
pondered over what Davia had In mlnd
when ho ventured thls opinion; or what
led Lee to ndvocate the cnllstment of

negroos. Both wero soldiers; and, bo-
sidoB belng great ln hls professlon, Lee
was more famlllar than any other man

allve with actual condltions then ex-

isting In tho Confederate camps. Both
Davls nnd Lee, therefore, must hnve
known that, ln those finnl atages of tho
confllct. If the Btamp of a foot upon
tho ground would havo brought a mll-
lion men into the fleld. the cause of tho
Confederacy would thereby have been
in no wlso strengthened: on tho con-
trory, what was already bad would
liave been made much worso. For. to
be efTective in warfaro, men must be
fed nnd clofhed and armed. Organized
in commanda, they must havo ratlons
as well as ammunltlon. eommlssary
nnd quartermaster tralns, artillery
horses and forage.
In th» cloalng month of the Civll AVar.

both I,ee and Dnvis knew perfoctly well
that'they could not arm, nor feed. nor
clothe, nor transport the forces already
in tha fleld; they were themselves with¬
out money, and the soldiers most Inade-
quately supptied wlth arms, clothlng,
quartermaster or medlcal supplles, com-
mlssaxiat or ammunltlon. Notorlouely,
those then on the muster-rolls were going
home, or deserting to the enemy, as the
cne altemative ;o death from prlvatlon.
hunger and cold. If then, a* mlllion, or

even only a poor hundred thousand, fresh
recrults had ln answer to the summons
swarmed to the llnes around Richmond,
how w°uld it havo bettered tho sltuatlon?
An organized army ls a mlghty consumer
of food and materlal; and food and ma-
terial have to bo served out to it every
day. It must be fed aa regularly as tho
sun rises nnd sqtfl. And tho organized
resources of tho. Confederacy wero ex-

haiiBted; Its granariea.Georgla and the
Valley of the Shenandoah.were notorlous-
ly devasted and desolate; Its llnes of
communieatlon and aupply wero cut, or

In tha hands of tha lnvader.
Reallzing this, when the time was ripe,

Leo roso to the full helghth of tho great
occasion. Tho value of character made
ltself feit. Tho service Lee now ren-
dered to the common country. tho obli-
gation under which he placed us, whether
of the North or South, has not, I thlnk,
been always appreclated; and to over-

state it would be difflcult. Again to
put on record my estlmato of lt brlngs
mo here to-day.
The lead that day givon by Leo proved

decisive of the course to be pursued by
his fellows with arms in their hands.
At flrst, and for a brief space, there
was ln tho Confederate counclls much
dlversity of opinion as to what should
or could be done. Calm and dignlfled
ln presence of overwhclmlng disaster. the
voico of Jefforson Davis was that of
Milton's "scopter'd king". "My sentenco
is for open war!" Lee wns' not there;
ngne the less, Lee, abscnt, prevoiled ovor
Davis. Tiio sober second thought satls-
fled all, but the moat extremo that what
ho had done they best mlght do. Thus
tho dio was cast. And now, forty years
and moro aftor the event, lt ls appalllng
to reflect what In all human probability
would havo resulbed had tlie cholco then
been other than it was.had Lee's per-
sonality and character not lntervened.
Tha struggle had lasted four full years;
the assasslnation of Lincoln was as oll
on the Unlon flre. AA'lth a mlllion men,
lr.urod to war, on tho natlonal tnuster
rolls, men impatlent of furthor resls-
tanee, accustomed to licenso and now
educated up to aholief that war was Hell,
and that the best way to brlng It to a

closo was to intenslfy Hell.with such
a force ns thls to reckon wlth, mado
moro reckless in brutality by tho assos-
sin's senseleas shot, tho Confederacy need
havo looked for no conskleratlon, no
morcy.
Vislted by the bosom of destructlon.
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lt would havo been harrled out of ex-
latence, Flro and sword sweeplng over
lt, what the Bword spared tho flre
would havo conaumed. Whether such
nn outoomo of a prolonged confilct.
what waa rocently wltnessed In South
Afrlca.would ln Ita result havo been
more morally Injurious to the North
thnn It would have beon physlcally de-
Btructlve to tho South, is not now
to be conslderod. It would, however,
asauredly have come about.

Lee's Very Surrender
Saved»<His Country.

From that crown of aorrovvs Leo
saved the common country. Ho was
the ono man ln tho Confederacy who
could exerclae decisive InflUence. lt
was the nlght of tho 8th of April, laek-
Ing ten days only of exactly four full
yeara, yeara very full for ua who llved
through them, slnce that not dlsslmilar
nlght when Lee had paced the iloor at
Arlington, communlng wlth himself
over tlie fateful lssue, a declsion on
whlch was then forced upon hlm. A
declsion of even greater import was
now to bo reached, and reached by
hlm. A commander of tne usual east
would under such clrcumstancea havo
Bought advlce. perhaps aupport: at
lenat, a dlvided responsibillty. Even
though himself by nature nnd haolt a
rnaaterful man nnd ono occustomed to
dlrect, he would have called a couneil,
and harkened to those composlng lt.
Thls Lee dld not do.
A singularly self-polsed man, he

sought no external aid. Sltting be¬
fore hls blvouuc lire at Appomattox
ho. revlewed tho Bltiintion. Dolng so,
as before at Arlington, he reached hla
own concluslon. That conclUBlon ho
hlmsolf at the tlmo expreased In words,
brlef, lndeed. but vibratlng wlth moral
triumph: "The question ls. is It right
to surrender this army? If lt ls rlght,
then I wlll take all tlie responsibillty."
The concluslon reached at Arlington ln
the April nlght of 1SC1 to somo seems
to have been wrong, Inexcusablo even;
all coneur ln that reached before the
Appomattox camp-ilre in the April
vigils of 1865. He then a second time,
deeided. and he declded rlght.

Ilis work was dono; but from failuro
ho plucked triumph, Thenceforth Lee
woro defeat as lt wero a laurel crown.
A few dnys later a small group of
horsemen appeared ln tho mornlnghours on the further slde of the Rlch¬
mond pontoons across the James. By
somo strange Intuitlon It becamo
known that Genoral Leo was of tho
party, nnd, silent nnd uncovered. n
crowd.VlrglniaiiH all.gathered alongthe route tho horsomen would take."Thero was no excltement. no hurrah-
ing; but as tho great chlef passed. a
deep, loving murmur, greater thnn
these, rose from tho very hoarts of the
crowd.
Taking off hls hat, and simply bowlnghis hond. the man great ln adversitypassed sllently to his own door; |t closed

upon him; and hls pooplo had seen hlm
for tho last tlmo In his bnttle hnrness."
From tho dny thnt ho nlllxed hls slg-

naturo to the termg of surrender sub-
mitted to lilm by Grant at Appomattox
to the day when ho drow a dylng bre.atb
at Lexlngton. Lee's subsequont cOUrSe
was consistent. In hls caso tlioro was
no vacillation, no regrqtful glances back-
ward thrown. Ho counselled wlth a wis-
dom not less profound becauso unron-
scious; and what ho sald evlnced that
underlylng common senso which in poll-
tit'8 avnlls more than geniua.
Fivo years of llfo and nctlvo usefulness

yet remalned to General Lee.years in my
juyprmont most creditahi,. to himself. the
most useful to hls country of hls wliolo
life; for, durinu them, ho set to Virginia
and hls own people a high exainple.an
examplo of lofty character nnd slmplo
hearing. Utterlng no complalnts, enterlng
lnto no controversios, he was as ono
in suffering all, thnt suffers nothlng. Hls
hlood and judgmont wero well comrnln-
gled: and so lt fell out that ho acoepted
fortuno's buffets and rewards with equal
tiianks. His record and appearance dur-
Ing thoso tinal years are, plcasant to dwell

upon, for they retlect honor on our
Anierican mnnhood.
Turnlng hls faco courngeously to the

futiiro, ho UttereG no word of roplnlng
over tho pnst. Yet, llke the noblo Moor,
hls occupation also was gone.

"The royal banner, and all qunlity,
Prldo, poinp ar.d circumstance of glorious

war;"
But with Leo this dld not Imply
"Farownll tho tranquil mlnd! farewell

contenti"

Far from lt; for as tho gates closed on
tho old occupation, they opened on a new.
And it was an occupation through which
ho gavo to hla country, Nortb and South,
a prlceless glft.
His Parting Years Will

Bear Closest Scrutiny.
Speaklng advlsedly and 6'n full rclleot-

ion, I say that of all great charactors of
tho Clvll War, and lt was productlve of
many whojo nnmea anil doeds poatority
will long bear In recolleciion, there was
not ono who passed away ln the sercnu
atmosphe're and wlth tho graclous bearlng
of Lee. From beginning to end thoso
parting years of his will bear closoat
scrutiny. Thero was about them nothlng
vonal, nothlng querulous, nothlng ln any
way sordl.l or dlaappointlng. In hls case
thero was no anti-cllmax: for thoso clos-
lng years were dienlflcd, patlent. uaeful,

commanded respcct. It Is pleasant to
cafch glimpaca of the erstwhllo com-
mander in that qulet Virginia llfe. There
is in tho plcturo somothlng altogetlier
hurnan.Intensely sympathetlc. "Travel-
ler," he would write. "Ja my only cOlh-
panion; i may nlso say my ploasure, }{>'
nnd I. whenever practlcablo, wander out
In the mpuntalns and enjoy sweet con-
fidence."
Or agaln wo see him, alwnys wlth Trav-

eller. the famous old chsirgor thla time
"stepplng very prnudly," aa b's rld>
showed thoae two Uttle sunbonneted
daughters of a professor, astride ot a
plodding old horse, over a pleasant road,
qulte unknown to them. Once moro in
tmagination we may ride, hls companlon3,
through thoso mountain roads of hls dear-
ly loved A'lrglnla, or seek shelter with
him, and hla daughter from a thunder-
shower ln the log cabln, tho inmates of
which aro stunned when too late they ro-
nllzo that the courtly. gracloua intruder
waa no other than the idolteed General
Leo.
Lee was at the head of AVashlngton Col¬

lego from Oetober, LS05, to October, 1S70; a
very insuflictent time in whloh to accomp-
lish any consldorable work. A man of
fast ndvanclng years, ho also then had
sufMclent causo to feel a sense of lassl-
tude. He showed no slgna of It. On tho
contrnry, closely studled, thoso years, nnd
Lee's bearlm? In them, were in certaln re-
spects the most remarkabla as well as tho
most creditable of hls llfo; they impressed
unmistakably upon It the stamp ot truo
greatness. Unable to pnss them wholly
ovor, I shall doal vory briofly with them.
His own moana of subsistonce havlng
boon swept away by war,.the property of
hls wlfe ns well as hls own havlng been
soquostered nnd contlscated in utter dla-
regard not only of law, but.I add It re-
grotfully.of decency,.a mero pittnnce.
designated ln courtesy "salary," under
his prtulent manugomont waa made to
suillco for the needs of an establishmont
tho qulet dlgnlty of whloh even exeeeded
its severo slmpllclty. AVitldn tivo montlis
ol" the downfall of tho Confederacy, he
addressed hlmself to hls now vocatlon.
Comlng to it from crushlng defeat,

nbout him there was nothlng suggeatlvo
of dlsappolntment: and thereatter
through puhllc trlals and private mis-
fortunes~for lt pleosed Heaven to try
him wlth affllcMpns.ho bore hlmself with
serehc. patlehbe, and a mtnglcd flrmnoss
and swoetness of temper to which mere
words fail to do justico. Moro than that.
becomlng Intorested in hla riew work, ho
avlnced, it would seem, as tho head of
a college a grasp of oducatlonal prob-
loms not less clear and Intelligent than
ho h.-ul prevlously shown of strategio
condltlons. It wns lndeed extraordlnary
that a man edueated ln a military school,
flrst n.n englheer, thon an oi'tlcer of caval-
ry, and llnally a general ln chargt> of large
fleld oporatidns, should, when. npproaeh-
Ing his slxtleth yoar, have given proof
of such mentnl obtlvlty and freshness.
The most marked foature of his educn-

tlnnal career was. howovor, the moral
Inlluonco he oxorted nn tho student body.
what has most fltly boon desorlbed by
ond nissoointed wlth him aa "tho mlghty
Inftuonco or hls personal character/1
j-Iere, as In the Army of Northern Vir¬
ginia, ithis was all-powerful; so per-
vaslvej that In tho lattor years of Lee's
brlef adrnlnlstratlon it la said that "hard-
ly n slnglo onse of sorious disclplino oo-
nurrod," A Boaton student of Wash-
ington Colloga 111 tb.oao years.aent there
booauso of the foolUiga of profound n>-

s'peot for Lea untertalnad by his Northorn
fulhor.hns sltii'.i borno wltnesg to mo
of tha personal Intereet takon by AVash-
Ington'a presldent ln tho indlvldunl atu-
deuta. In close B) inpathy wltli tho. mod-
cvii unlveralty splr|t, tho youth lu ques-
tlon was, l havo reaspn to suppoae, far
jrtora addletod t'> athlbtlcs than to hls
toxt-books.
"Thls ln.'k oi' ptotllolenoy ln my stu-

dlee." h" haa recontly wrltten mo, "waa,oj Qourae, a matter for which i wns fre-
queutly qalled Into tho presonce of Gen¬
eral Leo; and I fully appiwiuto now,
though r dld not then, tho dlffloultles
under which ho laborod; for, if he hnd
oxpolled mo, as under alntllar elreum-
stances he undoubtedly would have ex-

pe'led nr.y Southern. student, lt would]
have been consldered a foctional mattor.
Ho would plead most earneatly wlth mo
always thn.t I ahould attend more to my
studlea nnd lesa to athletloa, nnd nnvet!
a ha.rah word durlng the cntlro perlod."
Terrible War Penalty

Placed Upon South.
It remalna to naslKn diie Weight and

valuo to thoso preoopts and' thls great
example nt Just that Juncturo nnd front
.|ust that man. And here, bearlng In rnlnd
tho common country.the communlty td
whlch I belong as well aa that I now>
nddreHS.I feel I troad on dongorous
ground. What l miiflt neceflsarily aay
wlll very snare-ptlblo of miscnnBtruction.
Speaklng, however, |n ;he truo hlstormal
spirit, as throughout I have aought to
do, 1 must denl wlth thls toplc also ns
best I can.
Becauso no blood (lOWed on tho scnffold,

nnd no connacatlonj of housea or landa
marked tho close of our Wnr of Secesaion,
lt haa alwaya been nasumed by us of tha
vlctoriotis party that extreme, Indeed nn-
precented, clemency wns ahown to tha
vanqulshed, and thnt subsequently they
hnd no good ground of complalnt or sufTl-
clent cause for restlveness.
That hlstory wlll nccord assent to thla

aomowhat self-complaeent cnnvletlon ia
.open to question. On tho rontrary, It majr
not unfalrl.v bo douhte<l whether a peo¬
ple prostrate after civil atrlfe haa oftea
received severor measure thnn was in-
flioted on the so-called reconstructed Con¬
federato Stato durlng the years Immedi-
ately suocoeding the closo of strifo.
Adum Snilth aomewhe.ro deflned Rebela
and Ilorotlcs na "thoso unlucky per-
aons who, when thlngs have come to a,
certaln degroe of volenco. havo the mis-
fortune to bo of tho weaker party."
Spollatlnn nnd physlcal sufferlng havo
immomorlally been tholr lot. The Con¬
federato, lt Is true, when ho coased to
roslst, eacaped thls vlsltation In Its usual
and tlmo-approved form. Nevertheless,
ho was hy no means cxempt from 1L
In the matter of confiscation, lt haa been
computed that tho freolng of thn alavea
by act of war swept outof exlstence prop-
erty valuod at aome two (hotisand mll-
llons; wldlo. ovor and above ihls, a sys-
tcrn of slmilltaneous roeonstruetion aub-
Jeoted the dlsfranchlaod maator to tha
rulo of tho enfranchlsod bondsman. For
a communlty consplcuonsly masterful, and]
notorloimly qulck to resent nffront, to bo
thus placed by allen force undor the civil
rulo of those of a dlfferent nnd dlstlnctly
inforior race. only lately thelr proporty.
Is not physlcal torment, lt ia tme, but
thnt it is mild or conslderato troatment
can hardly bo contonded.
Yet thls.siave confiscation, and recon-

structlon under Afrlcan rule.was thn
war pennlty Imposed on tho Statoa of
tho Confederacy. That the pollcy In-
spired at the tlmo a feeling of bittor
resontmont in the South waa no causa
for wonder. Upon it tlme haa nlrendy
recordod a verdict. Following tho high
pvecedont aet at Appomattox lt waa dls-
tinctly unworthy. Conceived in possion,
It ignored both scdenco nnd the phllosophy
of atatosmanshlp; worse yet, lt was iin-

generous. Lee, for instance, ngain set-
ting the example, npplled formally for
amnesty and a restoration of civil rights
wlthln two months of hls surrender. Hls
appllcatlon w.is sllently Ignored; while
he dled "a prisoner on parole," tho suf-
frnjro denled him was conferred on hla
manumltted alavea. Verily. It wns hot
alone tho baso Indlan of the olden time
who "tlirow a pearl away richer than
all his trlbe"!

Nearcr to Lee the
Greater Became the Man.

Among the Esaays of EmerBon ls one
entitled Character. In tho course ot that
essay, Emerson. wlthout attemptlng ta
enter lnto a definltion of character, thus
speaks concernlng lt: "Character denotes
habltual self-possesslon, habltual regard
to intorlor and constltutlonal motives,
a balance not to be oversot or easlly dls-
turbed by outward events and opln-
lon."
To my knowledge I never saw

General Lee; I certalnly never stood ln
hls prosence, nor exchanged a word
wlth hlm. On the few occaslons when
I was a guest in lils house, he chanced
to be absent. Even that waa long ago;
while ho and hls famlly still lived at
Arlington. Thus I know hlm only by
roport, and through his letters. But. if
tho roport of thoso who did know hlm
well. and the evldence of what ha
wroto, may be relled on, "habltual self-
possesslon, habltual regard to Interlor
and constltutlonal motives, a bnlanco
not to be overset or easlly dlsturbed
by outward events and opinlon," wero
his to an eminent degree.a degrea
which hls barshest and most preju-
dlced crltlc could not lgnore. That,
himself a devout nian and by convic-
tlon slncerely roliglous, he was nolther
ashamed nor nfraid so publlcly to pro-
fess himself, may be read in hls repeated
army orders; or, to such its prefor thera
to look for it. ln hls famlly let¬
ters. What moro expresslvo of a pro-
found rellgious faith could bo iniaglned
than thoso words, wrltten ln the very
shadow of Gettysburg'a dlsnater to tha
dying wlfe of his wounded nnd captured
son: "In hls own good tlme He will re-
llevo us, nnd mako all thlngs work to-
Kother for our good, lf we glvo Hlm our
love and placo ln Hlm our trust."
That hls immedinto famlly clrcle ra-<

garded hlm with tho affectionato dovo*
tlon founded on respect which is tho sur-
est Indlcatlon of thoso sterling and fun-
damental quallties whlch alono cnn causa
a man to seeni a horo to those nea*
to hlm.tho confldantB of hls privacy.
appeara from thoso famlly letters and
recollections ..'hich have been so freely
published. Thnt ho lmpressed himself
on those about hlm ln hls profossionaj
and public. llfo to an uncommon extent..
that tho soldlers of tho Army of North*
ern Vlrglnla ns well as thoae of hla
staff and in high command felt not only
impllclt nnd unquostlonlng conlldence in
him but to hlm a strong poraonal affec-
tlon.Is establlshed by thelr concurrent
testlmony, He, too, mlght -w-ell havo sald
with Brutua;

"My henrt doth Jny that yet ln all my
llfo

I found no man but ho was true to me,
I shall havo glory by this loalug day."

Finally, one who know him well ha&
wrltten of hlm."Uo had the qulot bear¬
lng of a powerful yet harmonlous na¬
ture. An unruffled ealm upon hls coun-
tehance betpkenad the concentratlon and
control of the wholo belng wlthln. He
was a klngly rnan whom all men who
ciunn lnto hls presenca expectod to nbey."
That he was glftcd In a promlnent dogrea
wlth tho mens aequa in ardlua of tha
Roman poot. none deny.
And now, Vlrginlans, a word wlth yov

ln closlng: "Show me the man you
honor; l know by thnt symptom, bottor
thaii hy any other, what kind of num

you yourself are. For you shoiv m4
thon what your Ideal of manhood l»(
what kliul of man you long posslbly ta

be. and would thank tiio gods, wlth your
wholo soul, for being If you could. Whom
shall we consecrilto and set apart aa ona
of our aacred men? Sacred; that all
men may aea hlm, he romlnded of hlm,
and, by nsw examplo added to old per*
potual precept. be taught what U ,rea|,
worth ln man. Whom do you wl*h t4
resemhlo? Hlm you set on hlm column,
that all men looking at lt. may be con*

tlnunlly npprlsed of the duty you expeot
fvom them."
"The vlrtues of n auparior man are llk.j '.

the wlnd; the vlrtues of a common makl
are llka tho grnas; tho groas, whtia liul
wlnd paasea over lt, band*"


